
Investment in Middle Grades 
Partnership Pays Off
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To learn more about Middle Grades Partnership, please visit www.middlegradespartnership.org

Program delivers  
solid results for students,  
teachers and schools
Middle Grades Partnership commissioned evaluators from Johns 
Hopkins University’s Bloomberg School of Public Health to 
study the program model and its impact on student achievement. 
To expand on that research, Middle Grades Partnership reviewed 
Baltimore City Schools and Maryland State Department of 
Education data. Our findings? Middle Grades Partnership works 
exceedingly well. Despite having difficult circumstances in their 
lives, students who attend Middle Grades Partnership programs:

Excel in school 

Perform better in reading and math  

Are nearly five times more likely to qualify for competitive 
high schools than their Baltimore City middle school peers 

Attend class during the school year more frequently and 

Say they are more interested in learning.



Sabriaya 

Sabriaya  used to get picked on for being a good student 
at Collington Square School of the Arts. “I have always 
been a geek,” jokes Sabriaya, but not fitting in was 
hurting her self-esteem. So, when she was invited to 
participate in the Middle Grades Partnership program, 
she welcomed the opportunity to learn in a new 
environment. 

After three years in the Garrison Forest/Collington/
City Springs program, Sabriaya has developed as an 
individual, stepped out of her comfort zone, increased 
her confidence and strengthened her social skills. “I 
learned how to step up,” she explains, and she does not 
let people pick on her any more.

During the program, Sabriaya also worked to improve 
her reading scores and to select a career path. “We had a 
lot of career-searching opportunities and this inspired me 
to want to become a senator,” she explains. But first, she 
says she’d like to start her career as a family court lawyer.  

Sabriaya, who will be a freshman at the Institute of Notre 
Dame in the fall, credits Middle Grades Partnership 
for helping her to evolve: “I believe everything comes 
into your life for a reason—whether it is to strengthen, 
open your eyes or let you shine. I am happy that Middle 
Grades Partnership was one of the things that came into 
my life.”

Program helps 
student step 
out of her 
comfort zone 
and step up  
for herself

The research reveals the following: 

Increased attendance.
Students in Middle Grades Partnership programs 
missed an average of six days of school. Baltimore 
City middle school students missed an average of 
18 days of school.

 Reading achievement.
49% percent of Baltimore City 8th-graders scored 
at the proficient or advanced level on Maryland 
standardized tests in 2008. 82% percent of Middle 
Grades Partnership students scored at the proficient 
or advanced level on the Maryland standardized 
tests in 2008.  
 
Improved math.
Nationally and locally, math scores drop for 
students between the 5th and 8th grades. In most 
cases, students in Middle Grades Partnership 
programs showed increases or remained steady  
in their math performance and demonstrated  
strong readiness for algebra and other higher-level 
math classes.

Acceptance at 
    competitive high schools.
Getting into a top Baltimore City high school is 
highly competitive. As many as 54% of students 
in Middle Grades Partnership programs qualify  
for competitive high schools. Fewer than 12%  
of Baltimore students citywide qualify for these  
top-tier schools.

Read the complete Johns Hopkins University  
Bloomberg School of Public Health study at  
www.middlegradespartnership.org. For state 
and city data, visit www.mdreportcard.org



www.middlegradespartnership.org

	Boys Latin School/Garrison Middle School (boys)
	Calvert School/Francis Scott Key Elementary/ 

Middle School
	Friends School/ConneXions Academy/ 

Hampstead Hill Academy
	Garrison Forest School/Collington Square/ 

City Springs Elementary/Middle Schools (girls)
	Gilman School/New Song Academy
	McDonogh School/Mt. Royal Elementary/ 

Middle School
	Park School/Winston Middle School
	Roland Park Country School/Garrison Middle 

School (girls)
	Towson University/Baltimore Civitas School 

Middle Grades Partnership pairs one Baltimore City middle 
school with one independent school or university to create  
a customized program for students from the city school.  
Each year, 500 students participate in these programs.

Students Face  
Difficult Circumstances
Students in Middle Grades Partnership 
programs excel in school despite 
experiencing difficult circumstances.

• Students are low-income with 90% 
receiving free or reduced lunch.

• Most live in a home with a single 
parent or no parent.

• More than half have been victims of 
verbal abuse or sexual harassment.

• Nearly half have a friend who is  
gang-involved.

While Kym was always a good math student, the Winston Middle School 8th 
grader says he needed help with reading and wanted to stay busier during the 
summer. “It was boring; there were summers where I just played basketball. 
I did not do anything educationally wise (during the summer) until Middle 
Grades Partnership.” 

For the past three years, Kym has participated in the Winston Middle School/
Park School summer and school-year program. He has been exposed to 
more reading and math, both in and out of the classroom. Field trips to the 
Smithsonian and other venues have sparked his love of science. This fall, the 
aspiring aerospace engineer plans to study at Polytechnic High School. His 
friends assume that he’ll play professional basketball or football. He counters: 
“What if I don’t get to play sports because of an injury? I got a backup plan.”

In addition to gaining skills through the program, Kym says he also sees himself 
maturing and is no longer bored. “(Middle Grades Partnership) can help you 
stay off the street. You can learn new things in a great environment, and it can 
keep you active during the summer and your whole middle school career.”

Kym 

Exposure to math and science  
inspires budding aerospace engineer

“You can learn 
new things 
in a great 
environment”

Participating Schools



Invest in Middle Grades Partnership
To discuss making an investment in Middle Grades Partnership to help Baltimore City middle school 
students succeed, please contact Executive Director Beth Casey at 410-856-1310, x500.

800 Wyman Park Drive, Suite 110 • Baltimore, Maryland 21211 
410-856-1310 ext. 501

www.middlegradespartnership.org

“I love the relationships we are building between the 
public schools and independent schools and feel that we 
are helping to create a positive conversation and attitude 
in the city. It is wonderful to see both the students and 
teachers move beyond their prescribed boxes and embrace 
new opportunities with enthusiasm and passion.”

Suzanne Cohen, Middle Grades Partnership funder since 2006
(shown with Middle Grades Partnership students) 

What makes  
Middle Grades 
Partnership unique? 
Beth Drummond Casey, Executive Director

Middle Grades Partnership is a component fund of the Baltimore Community Foundation.

Middle Grades Partnership benefits students with  
our partnership model. Each pairing of partner  
schools is truly two-way and collaborative. Within 
each partnership, you might expect that the school  
with more resources would take the lead, driving 
the program. But that’s so not the case! Instead, 
teachers from both partner schools contribute 
equally. They meet through the winter and spring 
at each other’s campuses, making plans for the 
upcoming summer and school-year programs. Then, 
during the summer, this relationship continues with 
team-teaching, mutual observation, asking for and 
offering feedback, and meeting each afternoon to 
take stock of the day and plan the next.  

Yes, this real collaboration asks more of teachers. 
But, as the Johns Hopkins University research 
confirms, it also offers much in return to all 
participating teachers and their students. Teachers 
grow personally and professionally through this 
intense partnership. Students gain important 
academic skills, form lasting relationships and, 
when they leave Middle Grades Partnership as  
9th graders, stand firmly on the path to college. 
We’re proud of the MGP model and of the impact 
we know we have on our kids and teachers.


